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When selecting a text or passage for close reading, consider two questions: First, is there enough going on with the language and craft
of the text to warrant the attention of multiple readings? Second, does the understanding that comes from close reading sufficiently
benefit students in light of the larger goals of the course or unit?Â Your purpose at this point is to read as you will ask your students to
read: multiple times, with pen in hand, with different (increasingly complex) purposes as you read and re-read. First, to determine the
general meaning of the text (leaving knowledge and application of literary elements more or less tacit for now). Keep asking yourself,
â€œWhatâ€™s going on, and how do I know?â€

