


































And the early middle ages. Seeing and Believing. EDITED BY.Â  This book began from a set of papers presented at a symposium on
conversion in late antiquity at Princeton's Davis Center for Historical Studies in the fall semester of 1999, and it' gathered a
complementary essay Oulia M. H. Smith's) the following spring. Thus the editors wish first to thank the organizers, Susanna Elm and
Peter Brown, and the contributors to the symposium, as weIl as the many participants'in,discussions both on that day and throughout
the Davis Center's concentration upon the theme of conversion between 1999 and 2001.Â  the religious and cultural atmosphere of
Roman Hellenism in the second century. Farming methods in the Merovingian and Carolingian periods were primitive and crop yields
too low to permit any recovery. As early as 800 and more dramatically after 950, improved climatic conditions, the disappearance of
deadly diseases, and the development of improved agricultural techniques set the stage for the.Â  The breakdown of royal authority in
the 10th century coincided with the beginning of a long era of population growth and economic expansion. Population had fallen sharply
after the end of the Roman Empire, not only because of the periodâ€™s political disruptions but because of a series of epidemics and
other disasters.


