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Science and technology developed as different and separate activities, the former being for several millennia a field of fairly abstruse
speculation practiced by a class of aristocratic philosophers, while the latter remained a matter of essentially practical concern to
craftsmen of many types.Â Early in the 17th century the natural philosopher Francis Bacon recognized three great technological
innovationsâ€”the magnetic compass, the printing press, and gunpowderâ€”as the distinguishing achievements of modern man, and he
advocated experimental science as a means of enlarging manâ€™s dominion over nature.Â Yet the wedding of science and technology
proposed by Bacon was not soon consummated. Archaeological discoveries reported this year broadened the scope of what scientists
know about Stone Age ingenuity. These finds move the roots of innovative behavior ever closer to the origins of the human genus,
Homo. Example No. 1 came from Kenyaâ€™s Olorgesailie Basin, where fickle rainfall apparently led to a wave of ancient tool and
trading advances (SN: 4/14/18, p. 8). Frequent climate swings in East Africa probably stimulated the creation of new types of stone tools
and the formation of trading networks by about 320,000 years ago, said a team led by paleoanthropologist. Rick Potts of the

