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Cultural history is not to be defined by a set of rules or a distinct subject matter. It is not just, what the German term Kulturgeschichte
denotes, a study of the activities within the sphere of 'high culture'; nor is it exclusively to be seen as an exercise in interpretation of
symbolic acts and rituals of people in the past.Â Before cultural history became so important to the work of historians, some time in the
late 1980s, the 'new history' of the 1960s and 1970s had produced a great deal of pioneering and exciting information about social
relations and structures.Â The work was often inspired by acquaintance with Marx's theories of class conflict, and in France by an
indigenous version of a history situated within a geographical, physical frame. In her own right Eleanor made a significant contribution to
the field of human rights, a topic she campaigned upon throughout her life. As head of UN human rights commission she helped to draft
the 1948 UN declaration of human rights. Annie Besant (1847â€“1933) British campaigner for social justice, an advocate of
womenâ€™s rights and later member of the Theosophist society.Â Her lifestyle was unconventional for the time and through her acting
and life, she helped redefine traditional views of womenâ€™s roles in society. Rachel Carson (1907 â€“ 1964) American conservationist.
Rachel Carson was a pioneering environmentalist. Unlike women's history, which generally contributed to the recovery and insertion of
women into the historical record without interrogating the bases of their exclusion in the first place, historians such as Scott have shifted
the focus from agency to identity to show how gender identities, or one's identification with certain gender roles, are effects of broader
cultural schema and practices.Â The direction of Pick's argument was modified somewhat by Ann Laura Stoler who, in her study of the
unpublished fourth volume of

