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This is a basic text that intends to broadly cover the area of die design. As for most polymer
engineering texts, it begins with a chapter on the description of polymer properties, followed by
one on the isothermal flow in basic channels. Some methods for calculating the more subtle slip
stick flow are briefly discussed. Computations for the more realistic flows with temperature
distribution are then presented in their own chapter. As with most texts on melt flow, a
discussion of the three dimensional formulation of the conversation laws is presented. Methods
for solving them as finite difference or finite element are then described with some examples.
The chapter concludes with a brief description of extrudate swell.
Applications are then the mainstay of the text. The next three chapters cover monoextrusion dies,
coextrusion dies, and dies for elastomers. Basic dies, such as coat hanger, mandrel, and wide slit
dies, as well as some specialty dies, e.g., dies for the production of nets, are discussed. Some
design strategy is discussed for each of the types of dies. Emphasis is on the fluid mechanics of
each of the die types, but a brief discussion of die mechanical integrity is offered, too.
Operational principles of die heating, handling, and calibration are featured in the last chapters.
A short chapter on mechanical design is included in this section, which is an often neglected
topic in many texts and articles on dies.
The book contains abundant references for more details on the many topics that are covered. Its
intention to broadly cover design is well met, and the references provide means for obtaining the
details of aspects of die technology.
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