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Many men were unable to conquer her beauty and wisdom, yet when trying to win the beauty, they cannot let go of their plundering
desires in lust for power. Within the imperial court, there is an underlying turbulence of disputing fronts.Â The core problem is that this
novel is ruled by a perversion of ethics, which is made further outrageous by willful romanticization. Several male characters are
irredeemably despicable, their moves to consolidate power guided by small-minded moral bankruptcy, as they inflict harm micro
(orchestrating the deaths of specific characters) and macro (causing the deaths of armies and innocent civilians).

