A STORY, A STORY
A Story, A Story
by Gail E. Haley (Atheneum)
Themes: Multicultural
Grade Level: PreK-1
Running Time: 2 minutes, animated

What kind of person was Ananse? How did he use
his mind to help him get what he wanted?
Explore African culture with children. Provide photographs and illustrations of Africa and its people for
children to investigate. If possible, plan a trip to a
library or museum with an African culture exhibit.
Invite African Americans to visit your classroom and
share their knowledge of their homeland and customs with students. Locate Africa on a map.

Summary
This is the story of how African stories, called
"Spider Stories" came to be. Spider Stories are stories about how small, defenseless men and animals
come to be heroes.
As the story goes, a man called Ananse, the Spider
Man, wanted to buy all the stories, which were in
the hands of the Sky God. The Sky God tells Ananse
that he must capture a leopard, a group of stinging
hornets, and a fairy and send them up to him if he is
to be granted his wish. Ananse, not big and strong,
but clever, delivers the leopard, hornets, and fairy
and is given the stories to scatter about the land.
Objectives

• Children will explore African Culture
• Children will enjoy a tale about how African folktales came to be.
• Children will investigate the ways determination
and critical thinking help people achieve their goals
Before Viwing Activities
Share the book A Story A Story with children.
Then ask:

Have children think of their favorite stories. Give
each child in the group an opportunity to tell a story
to their classmates. As children tell their stories,
encourage others in the group to ask questions of the
storyteller. Later, ask those telling the stories: How
did you hear of this story? What about the story
makes it special to you? What do you think others
enjoy most about the story?
After Viewing Activities
Talk with children about the repeated words and
phrases in the story. Ask: Why do you think these
words and phrases were repeated? What other words
and phrases seemed unusual to you? Why do you
think the fairy called the doll "gum baby"? Where do
you think the doll's "crying place" was? If you could
think of another name for the doll's foot, what might
it be? (After hearing children's suggestions, you
might offer "walking place" as a possible alternative.) Provide children with a list of words such as
eyes, arms, fingers, teeth. See if children can think
of other words or phrases that might have been substituted for these words if they were included in the
story.

Have children imagine that the Sky God left one of
the stories from his golden box on their desks. Help
children write their stories. Encourage children to
accompany their stories with illustrations and share
them with their classmates. Display the stories on a
classroom wall or bulletin board.
Have an "African Culture Day." Prepare traditional
African foods. Teach children some simple African
dances. Play some traditional African music on your
tape recorder. Assign each child in the class an
African name. Print children's new names on name
tags. Encourage students to refer to their classmates
by their African names throughout the day.
Other book based films and videos about African
culture are available from Weston Woods: These
include:
HOT HIPPO by Mwenye Hadithi and illustrated by
Adrienne Kennaway
MUFARO'S BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS by John
Steptoe
THE VILLAGE OF ROUND AND SQUARE
HOUSES by Ann Grifalconi
WHY MOSQUITOES BUZZ IN PEOPLE'S EARS
written by Verna Aardema and illustrated by Leo &
Diane Dillon

CALL 1-800-243-5020 TO ORDER THESE AND OTHER WESTON WOODS VIDEOS!
This guide may be photocopied for free distribution without restriction

The actual story can be quite similar but you have to consider the room youâ€™re telling it in. If youâ€™re telling a story from a park
bench to three old guys playing chess youâ€™re going to present it a little differently than you would sharing that same story in an
auditorium at Radio City Music Hall. It all depends on the room youâ€™re in and the context with which it lives. Do people want fireworks
and embellishments and fancy set design because they have paid $190 a ticket and dressed up and went to Broadway or are they
willing to accept the 60 second story on social media in between checking em...Â When you are telling your story, realize how stupid it
is to use the same picture on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr. Stories keeps children engaged and let them feel that they are
also participating in the process of story telling. Language learning, any learning for that matter, happens when children are engaged in
meaning making activities. If story telling is made into an interesting experience and fun filled activity where the listeners also participate
in telling, guessing, manipulating, it could be a joyous learning experience. 2. Objectives. Â· To develop an understanding among
teachers about the importance of storytelling in language classroom. Â· To enable teachers to select stories for language class Many
stories have one or more smaller stories within them. They're great ways of giving more background information for example, but
sometimes they can also be an integral part of the entire story, like when one character is recollecting memories and events from the
past. Finding the right method and the right amount of story within story can be tricky and there can be many different reasons why you
might want to write a story within a story, rather than simply telling the reader what happened in the past in only a few sentences. In this
guide I'll go over many of those reasons and p

